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The Global Commission’s report sets out the shifts required to drive radical changes in how water is valued, 
managed, and used. The new economics of water begins by recognising that the water cycle must now be 
governed as a global common good, through collective and concerted action in every country, collaboration 

water futures. It aims to guide policymakers on local to global actions, highlighting how an intergenerational 

the global hydrological cycle.
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Key messages
1. The hydrological cycle is in crisis—restoring hydrological resilience is urgent. 

 
 hydrological resilience—the ability of water systems to withstand and adapt to stress—is central to achieving  
 climate, biodiversity, and development goals. 

2.  Water must be governed as a global common good—beyond sectoral boundaries. 
 

 
 resilience. 

3. Wetlands are critical hydrological infrastructure—yet undervalued and vanishing. 
 
 

 key to resilient, sustainable water systems. 

4. The Ramsar Convention can catalyze alignment across global environmental agreements. 
 

 
 

5. Cooperation among Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs) enables policy coherence and  
 joint investment. 

 
 

 
 solutions through shared data and monitoring. 

6. Systemic governance transformation is essential to overcome fragmentation. 
 

 silos, aligning incentives across sectors, and embedding water’s ecological, social, and economic values into  
 



2

BRIEF: Wetlands for Hydrological Resilience 

Context

across borders and generations, and foundational to climate, ecosystems, food systems, and public health. 



3

BRIEF: Wetlands for Hydrological Resilience 

Figure 1: Wetlands in the hydrological cycle
essential integrators of the hydrological cycle. Their ability to store, release, and transform water sustains both ecosystem functions and 
human systems. 

Key challenges and implications

institutional frameworks remain fragmented and siloed, often overlooking the interdependencies between land, 
water, ecosystems, and climate. The Commission advocates for the reframing of Multilateral Environmental 

based solutions. 

understanding, persistent undervaluation, perverse subsidies, and chronic underinvestment in water resilience 

The critical role of wetlands  

natural infrastructure, wetlands maintain hydrological integrity and support multiple ecosystem services that 

properties, and catchment connectivity. 
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regulation and food production, wetlands are foundational to hydrological resilience. 

Box 1: Wetland Ecosystem Services 

landscape position, climate, hydrological regime, and human management. These services are critical 
for both ecosystems and societies: 

Water Storage & Flow Regulation 

a catchment, connectivity and saturation. 

Groundwater Recharge & Discharge 

by local geology, vegetation, and rainfall patterns. 

 

pollutant load. 

Moisture Recycling & Climate Regulation 

systems contribute to rainfall recycling, in places helping to sustain agricultural productivity and rural 

Provisioning Services & Food Security 
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Box 2: Economic Valuation of Wetland Ecosystem Services in the Kalu Oya and Mudun Ela Basins, 
Sri Lanka 

enhances water quality, reducing treatment costs, while local microclimate regulation is believed to 

economic value, they remain critical for local livelihoods, especially through rice farming and 

in terms of avoided emissions, underscoring the wetlands’ role as natural carbon sinks and contributors 
to global climate mitigation. 

The valuation clearly highlights that climate regulation, disaster risk reduction, and biodiversity 

profound—particularly for vulnerable communities. The Kalu Oya case makes a compelling case for 

critical infrastructure for hydrological and climate resilience, both locally and globally. 

alarming pace: 
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Box 3: Why Water Remains Invisible in Socio-Economic Development 

Despite its critical importance, water remains largely invisible in mainstream economic and 
development planning. This invisibility arises from: 

Inadequate economic and social valuation: The full economic and social value of blue and green  

Fragmented governance:  

  
 

 unpriced and unaccounted for in national accounts or investment decisions. 

Data gaps:  
 understood, leading to underrepresentation in economic and policy decisions supporting models. 

Social inequities:  
 

 policy.  
 
The result is a high cost of inaction: chronic underinvestment in natural infrastructure, degradation of 

and incentive reforms that position water as the foundation of resilient development and ecological 
integrity. 
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Policy recommendations – hydrological resilience as an 
organizing principle  

strategic imperative. It brings clarity to the systemic disruptions undermining water security, ecosystem health, 
and climate stability, while underscoring the urgency for coordinated action across sectors, institutions, and 
scales. For the Ramsar Convention, this shift represents both an opportunity and a responsibility: to move from 

solutions that are essential in the face of climate change, water scarcity, and land degradation. 

resilience, leveraging its unique institutional architecture, global reach, and focus on wetlands to enable 
systemic transformations in water governance. 

1. Framing Wetlands as Functional Nodes in the Hydrological Cycle 

Ramsar can shift the policy narrative from wetlands as static habitats to dynamic components of the water 

system framing: 

 
 extremes. 

2. Scaling Up from Site-Level Protection to Basin-Scale Governance 

management by: 

 
 hydrological corridors. 

 

3. Mainstreaming Hydrological Resilience into Ramsar Tools and Guidelines 

Ramsar can embed hydrological resilience across its operational toolkit by: 

 

 
 ecological thresholds, and moisture recycling. 

 
 

 services.  
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4. Fostering MEA Synergies through the Water–Climate–Biodiversity Nexus 

 

 
 hydrological resilience into measurable policy outcomes. 

5. Mobilizing Co-Financing and Investment in Resilient Water Systems 

risk reduction strategies, helping to: 

 extremes. 

 

Establish demonstration landscapes that blend ecological restoration with hydrological function, and  

6. Strengthening Institutional Capacity for Adaptive, Participatory Water Governance 

To embed hydrological resilience in practice, Ramsar can: 

 
 resilience planning, particularly in vulnerable countries. 

 
 about wetland and water system governance.  

 

Conclusion 
Hydrological resilience provides a compelling and actionable foundation for integrating Ramsar’s wetland 

partnerships, the Ramsar Convention can evolve into a systemic enabler of resilient water governance. This 
pivot would not only elevate the visibility and value of wetlands in addressing climate, biodiversity, and land 

pressures on global water systems intensify, the Convention’s leadership in advancing hydrological resilience is 
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